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McMillan Transportation Impact Study (TIS) – Highlights 
 
 
Context 

What is the purpose of the TIS? To inform the Zoning 

Commission on whether approval of the PUD would 

generate detrimental impacts to the transportation 

network.  

What the TIS isn’t? A neighborhood-wide comprehensive 

transportation study to solve all existing and projected 

transportation concerns.  

What’s the TIS’ bottom-line? The TIS concludes with a 

set of ‘Mitigation Measures’ – Recommendations  that 

ensure that approval of the PUD would not lead to more 

unacceptable conditions determined by comparing two 

sets of future traffic projections, one with the PUD 

constructed and one without.  

What about other improvements? The TIS also discusses 

other improvements that aren’t official mitigation 

measures, because they aren’t required to facilitate the 

PUD (i.e. they’re needed regardless of PUD approval). 

Separate from the PUD, the community and DDOT should 

investigate implementing them.  

What are ‘unacceptable’ conditions? The goal of urban 

transportation networks is to create an efficient system 

where, at peak hours, a single part of the system is 

operating just below (or at) its capacity limit (the most 

‘bang-for-your-buck’). Anything less would be a waste of 

a public resource (a road with too many lanes is an 

impermeable surface that could be put to better use). 

Generally, the TIS designates something as 

‘unacceptable’ when it’s performing inefficiently due to 

high volumes (e.g. cars on the road, riders on a bus, 

etc…), or if it doesn’t meet a minimum standard of 

service (e.g. missing/narrow sidewalks).  

The TIS also takes careful consideration when making 

recommendations, as a positive improvement for one 

mode (or population) can come at the detriment of 

another. For example, adding a right turn lane at an 

intersection will negatively impact pedestrian crossings 

at the intersection and bicycle traffic. The TIS makes 

recommendations under this context, trying to strike a 

balance between meeting the needs of all modes and 

interests.  

PUD Proposed Roads & Traffic 

What’s the TIS think of the new roads? The new roads 

provide more connectivity in the network and additional 

options for existing traffic (and pedestrians and cyclists). 

The historic constraints of the Service Court locations 

place the new roads at less than ideal locations, but 

more streets in the grid is better for the neighborhood 

and PUD.  

Is there enough parking/too much parking? The range of 

parking in the PUD is 60-67% of a comparable suburban 

development. This is a good number for this area of the 

District, and strikes a balance between accommodating 

everyone on site, and discouraging driving as a mode.   

What about deliveries? The delivery accommodations in 

the PUD plans are adequate. There is some concern with 

how a grocery store can generate a regular volume of 

large trucks. Even though the grocery store loading docks 

can handle several large trucks at once, the TIS 

recommends the store have a loading dock manager to 

guarantee that trucks won’t back up onto external 

streets.  

What road improvements does the TIS recommend?  

Three types of road improvements are recommended:  

(1) Those that are needed regardless of PUD approval. 

(2) Those required to mitigate the impact of the PUD, 

and the intention is for these to become 

requirements of the PUD approval. A graphic of 

these improvements is attached to this handout.  

http://www.gsatrans.com/


(3) Those that may be necessary at full build out of the 

PUD. The TIS recommends revisiting these when 

Parcels 2 & 3 come up for review. The intent is to 

balance the needs of all modes (don’t overbuild 

roadways), while providing the Applicant incentives 

for reducing traffic demand.  

How will the PUD change North Capitol Street? The PUD 

proposes to place traffic signals at the new intersections 

of Evarts Street and the North Service Court with North 

Capitol Street. These new traffic signals would have 

northbound left turn lanes – the intent is to provide 

traffic more ways to get from North Capitol Street to 

Michigan Ave, since northbound left turns are prohibited 

at that intersection. The way the roads don’t line up on 

both sides of North Capitol Street provides some options 

for handling movements in and out of side streets – with 

some minimizing cut-through, with others providing 

more access. Also, the new intersections would have 

signalized crosswalks (with ‘Walk’/’Don’t Walk’ signs), 

that will greatly improve pedestrian crossings on North 

Capitol Street. The TIS also recommends extending the 

peak hour parking restriction to both sides of the street 

during both mornings and evenings.    

How will the PUD change Michigan Avenue? The PUD 

proposes a new traffic signal at the new intersection of 

Half Street with Michigan Avenue. This intersection will 

have a left turn lane into Half Street from Michigan and 

signalized crosswalks (with ‘Walk’/’Don’t Walk’ signs). 

The TIS also proposes to improve Michigan Avenue 

through some minor street widening to accommodate 

better turn lanes at its intersections with First Street and 

North Capitol Street.  

How will the PUD change First Street NW? South of the 

new intersection with Evarts Street, the TIS recommends 

that First Street remain mostly the same as today. North 

of Evarts, the TIS recommends new turn lanes and 

roadway widening to accommodate traffic going to and 

from the PUD. Incorporated into these recommendations 

are improvements to the intersection of Michigan 

Avenue and First Street.  

Transit  

How does the TIS address transit concerns? The TIS 

concludes that existing transit serving the site is heavily 

used and overcapacity, and that new transit trips from 

McMillan and other sources will make the existing 

problems worse. The TIS includes an analysis of how the 

proposed DDOT/WMATA improvements, including the 

Metrobus 80x route, neighborhood connector, new 

Circulator route, and Streetcar will alleviate the 

congested routes. The TIS recommends that the 

McMillan team work with DDOT/WMATA and the 

surrounding institutions/community to make sure these 

planned improvements come to fruition. As a backup 

plan only, the TIS recommends a specific McMillan 

shuttle to serve its transit demand.  

What transit improvements are in the TIS? The TIS 

recommends aligning and consolidating bus stops to take 

advantage of the new signalized crosswalks at the new 

traffic signals. A diagram of the recommendations is 

attached to this handout.  

Pedestrians/Cyclists  

What improvements to pedestrian and bicycle traffic 

are included in the PUD/TIS? Other than the new grid of 

streets providing more options and sidewalks, and the 

new traffic signals that will help street crossings, the PUD 

includes several improvements:  

 Improved sidewalks around and through the entire 

site, notably on Channing Street where they are 

missing.  

 Space for Capitol Bikeshare stations 

 Bike storage and public bike racks, including at the 

community center and around the park 

 

 



 

 
 



  



 








